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ABSTRACT

The political crisis in Georgia reflects ongoing challenges in its democratic de-
velopment, marked by strained relations with the EU and the US. The Georgian 
Dream party faces accusations of undermining democratic institutions, while 
opposition parties struggle to present unified alternatives. Key issues include 
judicial corruption, restricted media freedom, and societal divisions exacer-
bated by economic hardships. International pressure, such as EU criteria and 
US sanctions, highlights the need for reforms but has yet to yield significant 
progress. Amid these tensions, public dissatisfaction and protests demonstrate 
Georgia’s desire for European integration, though the  path remains fraught 
with challenges.

In Europe and the United States, the protracted political crisis in Georgia has 
not received the attention it deserves. It is neither the nightmare of Belarus nor 
the human tragedy of the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict.1 But Georgia’s long-
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term progress toward creating a state that resembles a democracy is in danger 
of dying a  thousand deaths. The  ruling Georgian Dream party is engaged in 
an unprecedented conflict with the EU and the US. There was a deal negoti-
ated by  the  EU to end the  impasse with the  opposition over last year’s elec-
tions in July. The government forfeited the second half of an EU loan package 
that was scheduled to be disbursed for €75 million ($89 million) in September 
after publicly breaking its promise to refrain from making politicized appoint-
ments to the judiciary.2 The leaders of the nation have also clashed with their 
Western allies regarding the Tbilisi Pride march in July. They failed to defend 
journalists on July 5 from anti-LGBTQ extremists who attacked them and tore 
down the EU flag twice in two days from the parliament building. Irakli Gari-
bashvili, the prime minister, later referred to the gathering as a “propagandistic 
parade,” implicitly portraying the EU as a liberal hegemon imposing its values 
on the Georgian people.

More than just the Georgian Dream is to blame for Georgia’s systemic cri-
sis. It is a partnership with the United National Movement (UNM), the main op-
position force and former ruling party of the nation, which is chaired by former 
president Mikheil Saakashvili. He has been a  patient at the  Vivamedi private 
clinic in Tbilisi since May 2022 and is currently in critical condition. Recently, 
the court denied his advocate’s request to have him released from prison or have 
his sentence delayed due to his declining health. In a special resolution, the Eu-
ropean Parliament urged the Georgian government to release Mikheil Saakash-
vili and allow him to receive medical treatment abroad. The same appeals have 
been made by  numerous local and international politicians, presidents, and 
human rights activists. His condition is incompatible with prison conditions, 
according to Saakashvili’s associates, family, and some of the doctors treating 
him, and this could cost him his life.

Saakashvili engaged in many of the same anti-democratic actions of which 
his party now accuses Georgian Dream, including politicizing the  judiciary, 
repressing independent media, and intimidating candidates for opposition 
positions. A  first in contemporary Georgian history, Georgian Dream won 

Nagorno-Karabakh, making it the  longest-running conflict in the  post-Soviet space. 
This conflict has included two bloody wars, one in 1992 and another in 2020.

2	 Garibashvili explains that the reason for the decision is, on the one hand, the “high eco-
nomic growth in Georgia” and, on the other hand, the desire to reduce foreign debt.
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a third term in office in the parliamentary elections held in October 2020. Even 
though the  majority of international observers said the  vote had many flaws 
but nonetheless affirmed the outcome, the opposition immediately demanded 
a boycott of the new parliament. In April, it required a third international me-
diator to broker a  deal between these diametrically opposed political forces. 
Georgian Dream agreed to hold early parliamentary elections if it received 
less than 43 percent of the vote in the municipal elections held on October 2, 
2021, thanks to a compromise mediated by European Council President Charles 
Michel. The Commission’s assessment of Georgia’s EU application, which did 
not include a recommendation to grant candidate status, was influenced by this 
ongoing instability. Despite recent events undermining the  nation’s progress, 
Georgia has a foundation in place to achieve the stability of institutions guaran-
teeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and respect for and protection 
of minorities.

Days after the announcement from Brussels, an estimated 60,000 protesters 
marched through the streets of Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia, to express their 
dissatisfaction and demand membership in the EU. The “strongest push” toward 
European integration, according to European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen, is Georgia’s “enormous desire” to join the bloc. After all of that, it 
seemed that our only goal was to succeed in obtaining candidacy.

In an unprecedented demonstration of Washington’s frustration with 
the  democratic stagnation in a  country once hailed as the  poster child of 
Western-style reforms in the  Caucasus, the  United States imposed sanctions 
on four Georgian judges on April 5, 2023. The action brought to a close a year 
of increasingly sour communications between Washington and Tbilisi. Wash-
ington denied entry to four contentious Georgian judges and their immediate 
families, accusing them of corruption. Secretary of State Antony Blinken stated 
on April 5 that “these individuals abused their position as court Chairmen and 
members of Georgia’s High Council of Justice, undermining the rule of law and 
the public’s faith in Georgia’s judicial system.” Independent rule-of-law watch-
dogs have long argued that a clan with ties to the Georgian Dream is in charge 
of the country’s judicial system. The judiciary clique has also been charged with 
supporting dubious charges against government critics in addition to systemic 
problems. In one notable instance, an anti-government TV station’s general 
manager received a three-year prison sentence for allegedly profiting personally 
from the sale of airtime. The charges were unfounded, and the Georgia Public 
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Defender’s Office deemed the punishment excessively harsh. The European Un-
ion has expressed concern about the condition of Georgian courts, naming a lack 
of judicial independence as one of the major obstacles Georgia must overcome to 
qualify as a candidate for membership in the bloc. European observers recently 
cited the “need for the reform of the judiciary with a view to ensuring its role 
as a truly independent and impartial arbiter” in their assessment of Georgia’s 
progress toward meeting Brussels’ 12-point criteria for achieving candidate 
status. Reporters from the  Parliamentary Assembly of the  Council of Europe 
(PACE), the  continent’s leading authority on democracy and human rights, 
specifically targeted Georgia’s High Council of Justice, claiming that it contin-
ues to be burdened by corporatism, secretive decision-making procedures, and 
excessive control over the justice system.

Following the start of Russia’s war on Ukraine, ties between Tbilisi and its 
major Western backers, the  U.S. and EU, have become increasingly strained. 
Georgia has claimed that the U.S. and EU are attempting to draw it into a con-
flict with Russia in response to Western criticism of its deteriorating demo-
cratic record. The UNM did not sign the agreement, despite smaller opposition 
parties doing so. As a  result, the  ruling party complained that it was making 
unilateral concessions and receiving little in return. Georgian Dream aban-
doned the agreement in July, heightening the political circus, only for the UNM 
to announce its signing a few weeks later. Some analysts continue to interpret 
Georgian politics in geopolitical terms, blaming Moscow for these events. 
The  facts, however, do not support this. The Georgian Dream administration 
has maintained its stated stance in favor of NATO and the EU, which continues 
to enjoy widespread public support. Since the  2008 war, Russia and Georgia 
have not had diplomatic relations, and this is unlikely to change as long as there 
is a constant standoff over South Ossetia and Abkhazia.
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Demokratyczny upadek Gruzji i jego wpływ na zbliżenie polityczne Gruzji  
z Unią Europejską

Abstrakt
Kryzys polityczny w  Gruzji odzwierciedla trwające wyzwania w  jej rozwoju demo-
kratycznym, charakteryzujące się napiętymi relacjami z UE i USA. Partia Gruzińskie 
Marzenie jest oskarżana o osłabianie instytucji demokratycznych, podczas gdy partie 
opozycyjne zmagają się z brakiem jednolitej alternatywy. Kluczowe problemy obej-
mują korupcję w sądownictwie, ograniczenie wolności mediów i podziały społeczne 
pogłębiane trudnościami gospodarczymi. Międzynarodowa presja, taka jak kryteria 
UE i sankcje USA, podkreśla potrzebę reform, lecz nie przyniosła dotąd znaczących 
rezultatów. W obliczu tych napięć niezadowolenie społeczne i protesty ukazują prag-
nienie Gruzinów do integracji europejskiej, choć droga ta pozostaje pełna wyzwań.
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